Primary medical care for elderly patients. Part I: Service mix as seen by an expert panel.
A survey of six geriatric experts concerning the normative role content of physicians providing primary care for the elderly emphasizes the importance of distinguishing reversible and irreversible components of a patient's problems and of conducting multidimensional functional assessments. Appreciation of the role of the environment in maintaining functional capacity should be inculcated in practitioners treating the elderly. Medicare payment methods should recognize that the elderly require more professional time for adequate care, and should address transportation needs.